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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

t 

2. Claims 1-5, 7-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Hendricks 
et al. 

Referring to claims 1, 5, 9, 10, and 11, Hendricks et al. discloses a television program 
selection system/method (terminal for television program delivery systems that suggests 
programs for viewing)(col. 2, 1. 39-41), said system comprising: a remote control device for use 
by the system user to allow the selection of a television program by interaction with a display 
screen (col. 4, 1. 45-59) and a broadcast data receiver for the generation of audio, visual and 
auxiliary data from digital data received from a broadcast service provider (col. 5, 1. 17-35)(col. 
10, 1. 39-46)(col. 14, 1. 34)(Fig. 4), and a means for the user selecting a viewing time period from 
a number of time period options which suits the users availability (col. 34, 1. 34-38)(Fig. 12c) 
and, in response to the selected viewing time period, the system determines from the group 
consisting of programs in their entirety, substantially in their entirety or with respect to other 
selected criteria which programs are available to be watched in the viewing time period and 
indicates any such programs to the user (col. 36, 1. 25-29) 

. Referring to claim 2, Hendricks et al. discloses a system according to claim 1, wherein 
the indicated programs are those which are suitable for viewing in their entirety in the selected 
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viewing time period and the user can then select one of said indicated programs for viewing (col. 
37,1. 5-13). 

Referring to claim 3, Hendricks et al. discloses a system according to claim 1, wherein a 
message ("No Selections" in 1 170) is displayed on the screen to indicate to the user that 
programs in their entirety are unavailable for viewing (Figs. 1 la- 1 Id). 

Referring to claim 4, Hendricks et al. discloses a system according to claim 1 , wherein 
the user can redefine the viewing time period and repeat the program search in the event 
programs are unavailable (col. 32, 1. 44-50). 

Referring to claim 5, Hendricks et al. discloses a system according to claim 1, wherein 
the user may select the viewing time period for which said television system identifies suitable 
programs (col. 34, 1. 34-38)(Fig. 12c). 

Referring to claims 7 and 8, Hendricks et al. discloses a system according to claim 1, 
wherein the user can insert start and end times of a future viewing time period which their 
viewing time is to be limited to into the television system (the examiner notes that by selecting X 
hour time periods for a certain day the user is selecting both the start and end times of the 
viewing period)(col. 31,1. 58-63). 

Referring to claim 12, Hendricks et al. discloses a method according to claim 11, wherein 
the system searches for suitable programs which can be generated from data previously received 
and held in memory means in the broadcast data receiver which forms part of the television 
system, and programs which can be generated from data currently transmitted to the system (the 
examiner notes that programs and control signals can be placed in local storage or executed 
immediately)(col. 9, 1. 53-59). 
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Referring to claim 13, Hendricks et al. discloses a method according to claim 1 1, wherein 
the method includes the additional step of allowing the user to input into the television system 
the type or types, in terms of user specified criteria, of programs they would like to watch during 
the selected time period (col. 31,1. 24-33)(Fig. 11a). 

Referring to claim 14, Hendricks et al. discloses a method according to claim 11, wherein 
the search for the programs is made with respect to data received from the broadcast service 
provider for use in the generation of an electronic program guide on the display screen, the data 
including start and end times of all the programs available for viewing and which start and end 
times can be compared with the start and end times of the selected viewing period (col. 20, 1. 57- 
67)(col.21,l. 1-20). 

Referring to claim 15, Hendricks et al. discloses a method according to claim 1 1, wherein 
if the user does not wish to watch the program or programs indicated by the television system, 
the television system can be used in a normal manner with the user manually selecting a program 
to watch regardless of whether it matches the selected viewing time period (col. 11,1. 50-53). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hendricks et al. in 
view of Omoigui. 
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Referring to claim 6, Hendricks et al. discloses a system according to claim 1. Hendricks 
et al. does not disclose that the selected viewing time period starts at the instant of the user 
interaction with the system to select the viewing period such that the user only has to indicate the 
end time of the period. Omoigui discloses a searchable content database 112 that maintains 
information identifying currently available live presentations and their durations (the examiner 
notes that the user is able to search any of the fields in the content database)(p. 4, paragraphs 42- 
44, 50)(Fig. 4). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time that the 
invention was made to modify Hendricks et al. to include searching a duration field based on 
presentations that are currently available such as that taught by Omoigui in order to allow a user 
to identify non-scheduled, live presentations (p. 1, paragraph 5). 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Sklar et al. discloses a receiving station capable of receiving broadcast entertainment 
signals on an aircraft that determines whether a program will have time to finish before the 
aircraft leaves the coverage area. 

Mori et al. discloses a program preselecting apparatus for automatically preselecting 
programs. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael Van Handel whose telephone number is 571.272.5968. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 8:00am-5:30pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chris Kelley can be reached on 571 .272.733 1 . The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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